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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Planning Board 

Meeting of February 13, 2020 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Planning Board was held on Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 7:30 pm in the Selectmen 
Meeting Room, 1st floor. 
 
The Planning Board oversees the Rules & Regulations governing the subdivision of land, site plan review, and special permits 
according to the Wenham Zoning By-Law and Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, §81. The Board consists of five elected 
members, with one member to be elected each year at the Annual Town Meeting:   
D. Killam* (2020); A. Weeks (2021); V. Rogers (2022); D. Pasquarello (2023) Peter Clay (2024) 
*D. Killam is the Planning Board representative to the Community Preservation (Act) Committee during his term. 
 
Call to order - With a quorum present, Ms. Weeks called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm.   
Board members present: Ann Weeks, Chair; Virginia Rogers, Vice Chair; Peter Clay; Don Killam; Dan Pasquarello 
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
The agenda was taken out of order with consent. 
* Gordon College, 255 Grapevine Road - Sign  
 
Public Hearings  
 
• Article:  Zoning Amendments Public Hearing - Wenham Planning Board will conduct a hearing pursuant to M.G.L. c.40A, 

Sec. 5, on the following warrant articles to amend the Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Wenham. The public hearing will be 
held on Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street, Wenham, Massachusetts, at 
which time all interested persons may appear and be heard in relation thereto.  

 Public Hearing Notice - Ms. Hoffman read the public hearing notice 
 
As the process to codify the bylaws, typos, renumbering and names of organizations were changed.  Ms. Hoffman observed no 
substantive changes were made in the Zoning Bylaw that change policy. 
 

Article XX: To see if the Town will vote by (a) designating the Zoning Bylaw as Chapter 255 of the Code of the Town of 
Wenham; (b) renumbering each section and subsection of the bylaw accordingly; (c) inserting article and section titles; and (d) 
updating internal references to reflect the new numbering system, all as set forth in the Final Draft of the Code of the Town of 
Wenham, dated January 2020, on file with the Town Clerk and available online at www.wenhamma.gov.  
 

Vote: The PB voted unanimously to approve the article to renumber and recaption the Zoning Bylaw of the Town as presented, recommend to the 
Board of Selectmen it be placed on the 2020 Town Meeting Warrant and recommend favorable action to town meeting.  
 

The board began review the following article but deferred action to another meeting when redlined edits would be available. 
 

Article XX: To see if the Town will vote to adopt changes to the Zoning Bylaw as set forth in the Final Draft of the Code of the 
Town of Wenham, dated January 2020, on file with the Town Clerk and available online at www.wenhamma.gov.  
Article XX - Renumbering each section and subsection of the bylaw accordingly;  c) inserting articles and section titles; and (d) 
updating internal references to reflect the new numbering system, all set forth in the final draft of the code of the town of 
Wenham dated January 2020 on file with the Town Clerk and available on line at www.wenhamma.gov 
 

The PB voted unanimously to continue the hearing to a date certain of February 18, 2020 at 8 pm.* 
* Due to the Monday, February 17 holiday the meeting was posted for Wednesday February 19.  
 
 

*Public Hearing – Gordon College, 255 Grapevine Road- sign 
255 Grapevine Road – Gordon College Sign - Public Hearing in accordance with the Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw Section 
13.4 Special Permits on the petition of Waterfield Design Group, Inc. 50 Cross Street, Winchester. MA for a Special Permit to 
authorize the installation of a sign exceeding standards set forth in Section 7.0 Signs, to be located at Gordon College, 255 & 
272 Grapevine Road Wenham (Assessor’s Maps 43 & 44, Lots 1 & 4B respectively).  
  
 Legal Notice as published January 30 and February 6 - Ms. Hoffman read the public notice 
 Application for public hearing special permit  

http://www.wenhamma.gov/


Approved March 12, 2020 

PB 2.13.2020 2 

 Project Narrative Special Permit Erection of a Permanent Sign Larger than 7sq.ft. in a Residential District  
 Photos of proposed sign area Grapevine Road/ Hull Street 
 Gordon College Site Plan dated 1.16.2020  

 
Gordon College representative Rick Sweeny, Vice President of Marketing and Communications Lecturer, was present. 
Craig Miller, Engineer, Waterfield Design Group, referenced a PowerPoint presentation and gave an overview of the proposed 
addition of what he referred to as bookend signs to be located at the Route 128 end of campus, one to replace the damaged sign 
that was on the corner of Hull Street and the new sign opposite on Grapevine Road.   The signs have been designed in the same 
style as the sign at the Grapevine Road main entrance at the other end of the campus with the school logo and engraved 
lettering; Gordon College would be engraved on the Hull Street sign and the school moto on the Grapevine Road sign. 
The proposed signs would be a combination of granite and stone, be 20 feet in length, 4 feet in width, with a single square pillar 
standing 5 feet in height (street side).  The sign would also serve as a planter and electricity would be installed for low lighting in 
the planters. 
 

Mr. Miller spoke to the details of the application and expressed that visually this area is the beginning of the campus and the 
intention of the book end signs was to indicate a change where student activity increased and slow traffic.  
The sign on Grapevine Road would intergrade with the existing stone wall. 
The sign on Hull Street would include the removal of 4 trees which would be replaced with 20-foot trees. 
The Planning Board noted their concern that Grapevine Road was a designated scenic road and work proposed to remove a 
portion of the New England stonewall was against state law. 
 Some Board members were concerned with the motto placement on the pillar as designed, believing it would be a distraction to 
drivers on Grapevine Road.  It was suggested the engineer consider relocating the motto.  The Engineer did not agree but said 
he would work with the design possibly add the school logo above the motto, reduce the letter size and reposition the words 
lower on the pillar. 
 

The hearing was open to the public for comments and questions. 
John Prescott, Hull Street, questioned if the slight shift of the Hull Street sign blocked the sightlines of traffic and was told by 
Mr. Miller that the new design was an improvement as the placement of the sign was further back off the street than the original 
sign. 
Mr. Prescott spoke in support of the book end style signs to help identify the college campus as many people take a wrong turn 
down Hull Street only to turn around in neighbors’ driveways. 
 

Ms. Hoffman reported that no comments were submitted by departments but she would solicit comments again with a focus on 
the details of concern.  
Vote: The board voted unanimously to continue the public hearing to a date certain of March 12, 2020 at 730 PM in town hall.  
 
Administrative  
•  Discuss and make recommendation to Selectmen for funding Master Plan in FY 21 
The Board received notice that the Master Plan was not funded. 
 

•  Discuss MAPC DLTA Technical Assistance Grant Application and Chairperson endorse letter of support  
The Board voted unanimously to authorize the Chairperson to sign the letter of support. 
 

•  Annual Town Report submission 
Mr. Hoffman provided a draft of the  Planning Board’s annual report to the Committee. 
 

•  Minutes from the meeting of December 12, 2019 & January 9, 2020  
The Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of December 12, 2019 & January 9, 2020 as edited.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
3.16.2020 


